
American Germany  

"Frankly, I had very little sympathy for the Germans. After all they 
were the ones who started the damn war, not us.” These sentiments 
as expressed by US Press Officer Gene Mater are shared by many 
former GIs who came to Germany at the end of the war. The years 
1945-1949 were for many of these young soldiers the most 
important time of their lives. ‘American Germany’ tells the stories of 
German-American rapprochement from the perspective of former 
occupying troops. The Americans, who had previously only known 
the Germans from the battlefield or from propaganda, found that 
their opinion of the local population changed as a result of living in 
close quarters with them. At the time, they were undertaking a task 
that was the first of its kind, i.e. to re-educate politically the 
population of a conquered country, to put that country back on its 
feet economically and to help its population achieve a whole new 
attitude to life. In this documentary, Gene Mater and other 
occupying soldiers discuss their experiences in Germany. They tell us 
of the misery of post-war Germany, of distrust between the 
Americans and the Germans, of the black market and of the hunt 
for hidden Nazis. And they tell us of great emotions. Love amid the 
rubble – at that time this was no cliché but a reality a thousand 
times. 
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